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Abstract : Among the remaining resource of the past, coins considered as an authentic documents among the most important
documentary sources. The coins were minted in a place that called mint. The number and position of the mints in each period
reflects the amount of economic power, political security and business growth, which was always fluctuated its position with
changing the political and economic condition. Considering that,  trade has more growth during the Safavid period than
previous ones, the mint also has been in greater importance. It seems the one hand, the growth of economic in Safavid period
has a direct link with the number and places of the mints at that time and in the other hand, the mints have been formed in
some places because of the specific characteristic of cities and regions. Increasing the number of mints in the north of the
country due to the growth of silk trade and in the west and northwest due to the political and commercial relation with
Ottoman Empire, also the characteristics such as existence of mines, located in the Silk Road and communication ways, all are
the results of this investigation. Accordingly, in this article researcher tries to examine the characteristics that give priority to
a city for having mint. With considering that in the various historical periods, the mints were based in the most important cities
in terms of political and social, at that time, this article examines the cities specific characteristics in the formation of the mints
in Safavid period.
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