
The Students' Mathematical Competency and Attitude towards Mathematics
Using the Trachtenberg Speed Math System

Authors : Marlone D. Severo
Abstract : A pre- and post-test quasi-experimental design was used to test the intervention of Trachtenberg Speed Math on the
mathematical competency of sixty (60) matched-paired students with a poor performing grade in Mathematics from one of the
biggest public national high school at the South of Metro Manila. Both control and experimental group were administered with
the Attitude Towards Mathematics Inventory (ATMI) before the pretest were given and both group showed high dislike for
Mathematics. Pretest showed a 53 percent accuracy for the control group and 51 percent for the experimental group using a
15-item long multiplication test without any aid of a computing device. The experimental group were taught how to use the
Trachtenberg number-keys and techniques in multiplication between October 2014 to March 2015. Post-test  showed an
improvement in the experimental group with 96 percent accuracy for the control group and a dismal 57 percent for the control
group  in  long-multiplication.  Post-test  ATMI  were  administered.  The  control  group  showed  a  great  dislike  towards
Mathematics, while the experimental group showed a positive attitude towards the subject.
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