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Abstract : Becoming a teacher is a journey with significant learning experiences. Exploring teachers’ lives and experiences
can provide much-needed insights into the multiple realities of teaching. Teachers’ stories through qualitative narrative studies
help understand and appreciate the complexities of the socio-political, economic and practical realities facing teachers. Events
and experiences, both past and present, that take place at home, school, and in the broader social sphere help to shape these
teachers’ lives and careers. Researchers and educators share the responsibility of listening to these teachers’ stories and life
experiences and being sensitive to their  voices in order to develop effective models  for  teacher development.  A better
understanding of how teachers learn to become teachers can help teacher educators prepare more effective teacher education
programs. This paper is based on qualitative research which includes individual and focus group interviews, as well as auto-
biography stories  of  Master  of  Science in  School  Leadership  students  at  Graduate  School  of  Education of  Nazarbayev
University.  Twenty  five  MSc  students  from across  Kazakhstan  reflected  on  their  professional  journey  and  wrote  their
professional autobiographies as teachers. Their autobiographies capture the richness of their experiences and beliefs as a
teacher, but also serve as window to understand broader socio-economic and political contexts where these teachers live and
work. The study also provides an understanding of the systemic and socio-economic challenges of teachers in the context of
post-Soviet Kazakhstan. It helps the reader better understand how wider societal forces interact and frame the development of
teachers. The paper presents the findings from these stories of MSc students and offers some practical and policy implications
for teacher preparation and teacher development.
Keywords : becoming a teacher, Kazakhstan, teacher stories, teacher development
Conference Title : ICES 2015 : International Conference on Education Systems
Conference Location : Sydney, Australia
Conference Dates : December 10-11, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:9, No:12, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:9

, N
o:

12
, 2

01
5 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/3
46

16
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(12) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/34616.pdf

