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Abstract : Owing to the dramatic expansion of universities in Ethiopia, understanding the composition and nature of solid
waste at the source of generation plays an important role in designing a program for an integrated waste management
program. In this study, we report the quantity, quality and recycling potential of the waste generated in the three campuses of
the Hawassa University, Southern Ethiopia. A total of 3.5 tons of waste was generated per day in the three campuses of the
university. More than 95% of the waste constituents were with potential to be recovered. It was a lesson from the study that
there was no source reduction, recycling, composting, proper land filling or incineration practices in-place. The considerably
high waste generation associated with the expansion of educational programs in the university appears worthwhile requiring
implementation of programs for an integrated solid waste management to minimize health risk to humans and reduce
environmental implications as a result of improper handling and disposal of wastes.
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