
Place and Situational Management in Crime Prevention
Authors : Mehdi Moghimi
Abstract : Doctrines associated with situational prevention considers 'place of committing crime' as one of the fundamental
elements of a crime. Meanwhile, with regard to causing or having effect on a crime situation, 'place' can be one of the pivotal
indices in situational prevention analyses. This study aims at examining the role of place in construction of a crime situation
and explaining the relationship between 'place' and situational preventive measures and procedures. Also, how to identify high-
crime places, types of high-crime places and the factors influencing their creation are among the most important secondary
objectives  of  this  article.  Concerning  the  purpose,  it  is  a  practical  study  whose  material  has  been  written  through  a
documentary method using original sources (English), books and written and translated articles etc. This article is written in
two main parts. In the first section, cognitive-conceptual issues about 'place' as one of the main causes of crime situation, and
its effective interaction with situational preventive measures will be reviewed. The second part of this paper will focus on
criminological examination of places and critical locations of crime and provide situational preventive measures to deal with
the situation. 'Crime displacement' and 'geographical distribution of benefits'are also considered as the possible consequences
of implementing preventive strategies. The results of the study suggest that the inventory of offenses is distributed according
to the spatial characteristics. Moreover, according to the criminological characteristics governing region or location, offenders
choose the place of crime based on a logical calculation. Therefore, some locations, regions or neighborhoods are permanent
places of occurring lots of crimes. As a result, considering "place", preventive measures and procedures can be systematically
directed, and using the most effective ways, limited preventive resources are utilized in the most critical places. Finally, some
suggestions for further research and application are provided in line with more favorable promotion of situational preventive
measures.
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