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Abstract : The international relations theory currently is dominated by the western theoretical perspectives. Although the
western theories are often used by many scholars as the universal perspective to explain the phenomena that occur in the
world, sometimes the existing theories are failed to explain various issues that occur in the non-western world, for example, in
the studies concerning on terrorism issues. Using inappropriate theories to explain the international issues such as terrorism
will cause a failure in the decision-making process. The lack of understanding regarding Islamic perspective could be one of the
factors that make international society unable to eradicate violent terrorism in the name of religion. Thus, this paper is argued
that considering Islamic perspective as one of the major studies in international relations is significant to build a bridge
between the Islamic world and the western world. It is believed that enhancing the study of Islamic perspective will create
better understanding of the Islamic world and will enrich the study of international relations. This paper is conducted through
a qualitative approach, in which data is obtained from the literature analysis. Considering Islamic perspective is important
because Islam is listed as one of the major religions in the world. It is also due to the geopolitical spread of the Muslim in the
world and the likelihood of the Islamic perspective to shape and influence Muslim’s behavior in the international level. The
study of Islamic perspective in the international level is neither to contempt nor to oppose the existing western theories; rather
it is needed in order to broaden the perspective in the international relations studies. The Islamic perspective is different
compared to the non-western school of thought such as realism, and liberalism in some respects. The Islamic perspective
cannot  be explained through the lens  of  rationalist  approaches.  Compares  to  the post-positivism international  relations
perspectives, Islamic perspective is probably closer to the constructivist school of thought. However, the Islamic perspective
offers some uniqueness that is not limited to the socially constructed ideas as in the constructivist arguments. This paper will
be  developed  according  to  the  discussion  of  three  aspects  that  make  Islamic  perspective  different  with  the  existing
international relations theories. The first aspect is the main actors in the international level. The second aspect is regarding on
what appears to be the most important point for the actors in the international relations. The third aspect is regarding the
pattern of relationship between the actors in the international level. In addition, this paper will briefly discuss the perspective
of Islam in economics compare to the existing theories in the realm of international political economy.
Keywords : international relations, Islam, non-western theories, societies
Conference Title : ICAHSS 2015 : International Conference on Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Conference Location : Prague, Czechia
Conference Dates : October 05-06, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:9, No:10, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
10

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/3

41
83

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(10) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/34183.pdf

