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Abstract : Background: Substance addiction is one of the major worldwide problems that destroys economy, familial
relationships, and the abuser’s career and has several side effects; in the meantime drug injection due to the possibility of
shared use of syringes among drug users could have multiple complications to be followed. The purpose of this study was to
determine the prevalence of drug injection among male prisoners in Kermanshah city, the west of Iran. Methods: In this cross-
sectional study 615 male prisoners were randomly selected to participate voluntarily in the study. Participants filled out a
writing self-report questionnaire. Data were analyzed by the SPSS software (ver. 21.0) at 95% significant level. Results: The
mean age of respondents was 31.13 years [SD: 7.76]. Mean initiation age for drug use was 14.36 years (range, 9-34 years).
Almost, 39.4 % reported a history of drug use before prison. Opium (33.2%) and crystal (27.1%) was the most used drug among
prisoners. Furthermore, 9.3 % had a history of injection addiction. There was a significant correlation between age, crime type,
marital status, economic status, unprotected sex and drug injection (P < 0.05). Conclusion: The low age of drug abuse and the
prevalence of drug injection among offenders can be as a warning for responsible; in this regard, implementation of prevention
programs to risky behavior and harm reduction among high-risk groups can follow useful results.
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