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Abstract : In the recent past, it is realised especially in third sector that employing social innovation is crucial for achieving
viable and long lasting social transformation. In this context, education is one among many sectors that have opened up itself
for such move where employing social innovation emerges as key for reaching out to the excluded sections who are often failed
to get support from either policy or market interventions. In fact, education is being as a crucial factor for social development
is well understood at both academic and policy level. In order to move forward to achieve better results, interventions from
multiple sectors may be required as its reach cultivates capabilities and skill of the deprived in order to ensure both market
and social participation in the long run. Despite state’s intervention, it is found that still millions of children are out of school
due to lack of political will, lapses in policy implementation and neoliberal intervention of marketization. As a result,
universalisation of elementary education became as an elusive goal to poor and marginalised sections where state obtain
constant pressure by corporate sector to withdraw from education sector that led convince in providing quality education. At
this juncture, the role of third sector organizations plays is quite remarkable. Especially, it has evolved as a key player in
education sector to reach out to the poor and marginalised in the far-flung areas. These organisations work in resources
constrain environment, yet, in order to achieve larger social impact they adopt various social innovations from time to time to
reach out to the unreached. Their attempts not only limited to just approaching the unreached children but to retain them for
long-time in the schooling system in order to ripe the results for their families and communities. There is a need to highlight
various innovative ways adopted and practiced by the third sector organisations in India to achieve the elusive goal of universal
access of primary education with quality. With this background, the paper primarily attempts to present an in-depth
understanding about innovative practices employed by third sectors organisations like Isha Vidya through government schools
adoption programme in India where it engages itself with government and build capabilities among the government teachers to
promote state run schooling with quality and better infrastructure. Further, this paper assess whether such innovative
attempts succeeded in to achieving universal quality education in the areas where it operates and draws implications for State
policy.
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