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Abstract : Irrigation system, a system for enhancing agricultural productivity, requires regular maintenance in order to avoid
irregular allocation of water. For maintenance of the system in long run, farmers’ participation plays a key role increasing the
performance of system. The performance of any irrigation system mainly relies on various factors which affect collective action
plus decision making, as well as their shared impacts. The paper consists of system level information that were collected from
12 Irrigation Systems (IS) from three-sampled districts of Nepal and the household information that were collected from 160
irrigation water users. The results reveal that, out of 12 sampled irrigation systems, only 4 systems shows high performance
levels. The high performance level of those systems was characterized on the basis of adequate availability of water, good
maintenance of system infrastructure, and conformance to existing rules followed. In addition, the paper compares different
irrigation systems based on trust, reciprocity, cropping intensity, command area and yield as tools to indicate the importance
of collective action in performance of irrigation system.
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