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Abstract : Paper is dealing with gentrification of a poor central historic district of Fener and Balat in Istanbul, Turkey and
propose ålans and principles of a neighborhood. Istanbul is located in a special geographic place, just in the meeting of Europe
and Asia and it has a long and great history, facts that had affected the urban form of the city. Trough the time different
civilizations inhabited in the city and they changed it by giving different character to its parts. The modernization of Istanbul
brought western ideas into the historic organic urban fabric and put in the first priority the need for a clear and strong car-
road/highway network in order to improve the car accessibility along the city. Following that model, transformation of public
spaces was based on the driving experience. New public spaces was formulated to be the new symbol of Turkish Republic, to
give a beautiful and clean image of the modern Turkish city, as well as work as landmarks across the highway network. Even if
city is upgraded, bad quality neighborhoods still exist, far and near to the historic city center. One of them is Fener/Balat,
which is located in Fatih district on the European side of Istanbul. This project aims to analyze the urban qualities of that
neighborhood  (mahalle)  and  propose  a  better,  qualitative  urban  space  towards  a  denser,  greener  and  more  inclusive
neighborhood which could be an example for the whole city.
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