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Abstract : Gender-based violence is a reflection of the inequalities that are associated within a society between the men and
women that affects the health, dignity, security and autonomy of its victims. There are various determinants that contribute to
the health risk of young women who have experienced sexual violence, in countries that have a high prevalence rate for HIV.
For instance, in South Africa, where the highest prevalence rate for HIV is among young women, their susceptibility to the
virus has been increased by sexual violence and cultural inequalities. Therefore, this study is a review of literature that
explores how gender-based violence increases the possibility for HIV/AIDS among young women in South Africa.
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