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Abstract :  The aim of  present paper is  to have a rough comparison between language proficiency and communicative
competence, moreover, how different scholars in the field of second language acquisition/assessment have defined competence
in different paradigms. Researchers differ, however, in how they view 'competence'. Those who are dealing with generative
tradition  associated  with  Chomsky  have  defined  it  as  linguistic  competence  (knowledge of  the  grammar of  L2).  Other
researchers  have  adopted  a  broader  perspective  that  is  examining  how  learners  acquire  communicative  competence
(knowledge of both the L2 grammar and of how this system is put to use in actual communication).
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