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Abstract : The rural areas can be differentiated from urban areas in terms of their economic activities as rural areas are
primarily  involved in  agricultural  sector  and provide  natural  resources  whereas,  urban areas  are  primarily  involved in
infrastructure sector and provide manufacturing services. Census of India defines a Census Town as an area which satisfies the
following three criteria i.e. population exceeds 5000, at least 75 percent of male population engaged in non-agricultural sector
and minimum population density of 400 persons per square kilometers. Urban areas can be attributed to the improvement of
transport facilities, the massive decline in agricultural, especially male workers and workers shift to non-agricultural activities.
This study examines the pattern, process of rural areas transformed into urban areas/ census town. The study has analyzed the
various factors which are responsible for land transformation as well as the socio-economic transformation of the village
population. Nilpur (CT) which belongs to Rajpura Tehsil in Patiala district, Punjab has been selected for the present study. The
methodology adopted includes qualitative and quantitative research design, methods based on secondary data. Secondary data
has been collected from unpublished revenue record office of Rajpura Tehsil and Primary Census Abstract of Patiala district,
Census of India 2011. The results have showed that rate of transformation of a village to census town in Rajpura Tehsil has
been one of highest among other villages. The census town has evolved through the evolutionary process of human settlement
which grows in size, population and physical development. There must be a complete economic transformation and attainment
of high level of technological development. Urban design and construction of buildings and infrastructure can be carried out
better and faster and can be used to aid human habitation with the enhancement of quality of life. The study has concluded
that in the selected area i.e Nilpur (CT) literacy rate has increased to 72.1 percent in year 2011 from 67.6 percent in year
2001. Similarly non-agricultural work force has increased to 95.2 percent in year 2011 from 81.1 percent in year 2001. It is
very much clear that the increased literacy rate has put a positive impact on the involvement of non-agricultural workers have
enhanced. The study has concluded that rural-urban linkages are important tools for understanding complexities of people
livelihood and their strategies which involve mobility migration and the diversification of income sources and occupations.
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