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Abstract : This study looks at the triangle of knowledge: research-education-innovation as growth engine of an inclusive and
sustainable  society,  where  the  research is  the  strategic  process  which allows the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  innovation
appraises the knowledge acquired and the education is the enabling factor of the human capital to create entrepreneurial
capital. Where does Italy and China stand in the global geography of innovation? Europe is calling on a smart, inclusive and
sustainable growth through a specializing process that looks at the social and economic challenges, able to understand the
characteristics of specific geographic areas. It is easily questionable why it is not as simple as it looks to come up with
entrepreneurial ideas in all the geographic areas. Seen that the technology plus the human capital should be the means
through which is possible to innovate and contribute to the boost of innovation culture, then the young educated people can be
seen as the society changing agents and it becomes clear the importance of investigating the skills and competencies that lead
to innovation. By starting innovation-based activities, other countries on an international level, are able now to be part of an
healthy innovative ecosystem which is the result of a strong growth policy which enables innovation. Analyzing the geography
of the innovation on a global scale, comes to light that the innovative entrepreneurship is the process which portrays the
competitiveness of the regions in the knowledge-based economy as strategic process able to match intellectual capital and
market opportunities. The level of innovative entrepreneurship is not only the result of the endogenous growth ability of the
enterprises, but also by significant relations with other enterprises, universities, other centers of education and institutions. To
obtain more innovative entrepreneurship is necessary to stimulate more synergy between all these territory actors in order to
create,  access and value existing and new knowledge ready to be disseminate.  This study focuses on individual’s  lived
experience and the researcher believed that she can’t understand the human actions without understanding the meaning that
they attribute to their thoughts, feelings, beliefs and so given she needed to understand the deeper perspectives captured
through face-to face interaction. A case study approach will contribute to the betterment of knowledge in this field. This case
study will represent a picture of the innovative ecosystem and the entrepreneurial mindset as a key ingredient of endogenous
growth and a must for sustainable local and regional development and social cohesion. The case study will  be realized
analyzing two Chinese companies. A structured set of questions will be asked in order to gain details on what generated
success or failure in the different situations with the past and at the moment of the research. Everything will be recorded not to
lose important information during the transcription phase. While this work is not geared toward testing a priori hypotheses, it
is nevertheless useful to examine whether the projects undertaken by the companies, were stimulated by enabling factors that,
as result, enhanced or hampered the local innovation culture.
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