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Abstract : Current sustainable cities debate focuses on the formidable problems for the Ghana’s largest urban and rural
agglomerations, the majority of all urban dwellers continue to reside in far smaller urban settlements. It is estimated that by
year 2030, almost all the Ghana’s population growth will likely be intense in urban areas including Nkawkaw in the Kwahu
West Municipality of Ghana. Nkawkaw is situated on the road and former railway between Accra and Kumasi, and lies about
halfway between these cities. It is also connected by road to Koforidua and Konongo. According to the 2013 census, Nkawkaw
has a settlement population of 61,785. Many international agencies, government and private architectures’ are been asked to
adequately recognize the naming of streets and property addressing system among the 170 districts across Ghana. The naming
of streets and numbering of properties is to assist Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies to manage the processes for
establishing coherent address system nationally. Street addressing in the Nkawkaw in the Kwahu West Municipality which
makes it possible to identify the location of a parcel of land, public places or dwellings on the ground based on system of names
and numbers, yet agreement on how to progress towards it remains elusive. Therefore, reliable and effective development
control for proper street naming and property addressing systems are required. The Intelligent Addressing (IA) technology
from the UK is being used to name streets and properties in Ghana. The intelligent addressing employs the technique of unique
property Reference Number and the unique street reference number which would transform national security and other
service providers’ ability to respond rapidly to distress calls. Where name change is warranted following the review of existing
streets names, the Physical Planning Department (PPDs) shall, in consultation with the relevant traditional authorities and
community leadership (or relevant major stakeholders), select a street name in accordance with the provisions of the policy
and the processes outlined for street name change for new development. In the case of existing streets with no names, the
respective PPDs shall, in consultation with the relevant traditional authorities and community leadership (or relevant major
stakeholders), select a street name in accordance with the requirements set out in municipality. Naming of access ways
proposed for new developments shall be done at the time of developing sector layouts (subdivision maps) for the designated
areas. In the case of private gated developments, the developer shall submit the names of the access ways as part of the plan
and other documentation forwarded to the Municipal District Assembly for approval. The names shall be reviewed first by the
PPD to avoid duplication and to ensure conformity to the required standards before submission to the Assembly’s Statutory
Planning Committee for approval. The Kwahu West Municipality is supposed to be self-sustaining, providing basic services to
inhabitants as a result of proper planning layouts, street naming and property addressing system that prevail in the area. The
implications of these future projections are discussed.
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