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Abstract : Damaturu is the capital of Yobe State in northeastern Nigeria where civic amenities and facilities are not adequate
even after 24 years of its existence. The volatile security and political situations are most significant causes for the same. The
basic facility for the citizens in terms of drinking water and electricity are not available. For the drinking water, they have to
rely on personal bore holes or the filtered borehole waters available in packaged sachets in the market. The present study is
concerned  with  the  environmental  impact  of  indiscriminate  disposal  of  drinking  synthetic  polythene  water  sachets  in
Damaturu. The sachet water is popularly called as ‘pure water’, but its purity is questionable. Increased production and
consumption  of  sachet  water  has  led  to  indiscriminate  dumping  and  disposal  of  empty  sachets  leading  to  a  serious
environmental threat. The evidence of this is seen in the amount of disposed sachets littering the streets and also the drainages
blocked by ‘blocks’ of water sachet waste. Sachet water gained much popularity in Nigeria because the product is convenient
for use, affordable and economically viable. The present study aims to find out the solution to this environmental problem. The
field-based study has found some significant factors that cause environmental and socio-economic effect due to this. Some
recommendations have been made based on research findings regarding sustainable waste management, recycling and re-use
of the non-biodegradable products in society.
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