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Abstract : Despite Nigeria’s ranking as the 6th among oil producing countries, the country faces great challenges. One of such
challenges  is  how to  reduce  poverty  or  eradicating  it  in  the  land  that  promises  milk  and  honey  to  enhance  national
development. The government of Nigeria initiated various programmes including the NEEDS programme in which it committed
her to meeting these challenges. This paper is an attempt to discuss the concept of National Development, the Nigerian poverty
profile and its implication for national development, the NEEDS programmes and the extent to which it has addressed the
poverty problem in Nigeria at 53.
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