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Abstract : Background: Studies of anal incontinence in the general population are rare however its financial healthcare cost is
significant.  Women attended  Hasanuddin  University  Teaching  Hospital  and  its  networking  in  Makassar,  Indonesia  was
surveyed between February to April 2015 about their obstetrical and gynecological history. Aims: To establish obstetrical risk
factor of anal incontinence among women in Makassar. Methods: In a cross sectional face to face interview study, 135 women
aged 30 years or more were selected randomly. Participants were asked to complete an anal incontinence questionnaire.
Results: From a total sample of 135 respondents, 42,2 % reported has flatulence incontinence. Parity, history of anal sphincter
laceration, history of having large baby, history of assisted vaginal delivery were shown have no significant association with
anal incontinence, while history of episiotomy was shown have a significant association with anal incontinence (p value < 0.05).
The risk of flatulence incontinence was higher among women with history of episiotomy (OR : 2,85, 95 % CI = 1,58- 5,13)
Conclusions: This study has confirmed that fecal incontinence is a fairly common symptom. Flatulence incontinence is the most
frequent even. An obstetrical factor like episiotomy is one of risk factor that could be avoided in order to prevent anal
incontinence.
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