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Abstract : The current study investigates ESL teachers' voices in order to formulate further research on the effectiveness of
the SBOA practices. It is an attempt to find out (1) what are ESL experienced teachers’ perceptions, experiences, attitudes, and
beliefs of SBOA; (2) what teaching and learning aspects of SBOA needs focus to enhance its effectiveness; (3) external issues
related to the implementation of SBOA; (4) internal issues related to the implementation of SBOA; and also (5) perceived
recommendations on SBOA. The study utilized focus group discussion sessions. 9 experienced ESL (5 females and 4 males)
teachers were selected based on the consent letters sent to them. These teachers had over 20 years experience in both
traditional  and  SBOA-type  assessment  and  the  train-the-trainer  experts  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Education.
Respondents were guided with open-ended questions to extracts their perceived experiences implementing SBOA guided
structurally by the author as the moderator. Data were first discussed with the respondents for further clarifications and then
only analyzed and re-confirmed with some recommendations before the final presentation of this preliminary results were
presented here. The focus group discussions yielded some important perceived views on the SBOA implementation. Some of
the themes were discussed and some recommendations were proposed for further in-depth study by the Ministry of Education.
Some of the future directions based on the results were also put forward. Some external and internal variables were important
in order for successful implementation of SBOA. Mere implementing a policy should be taken into consideration because this
might impede some of the teaching and learning processes both by the classroom stakeholders such as teachers and student.
More research methods such as the use of questionnaires could be utilized to further investigate to large populations of
teacher educators in Malaysia.
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