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Abstract :  This  paper  attempts  to  trace the determining factor-  as  far  as  individual  preferences and expectations are
concerned- of what causes the direction of international migration to drift in certain ways owing to factors such as Religiosity
and Cultural Assimilation. The narrative on migration has graduated from the age long ‘push/pull’ debate to that of complex
factors that  may vary across each individual.  We explore the longstanding factor  of  religiosity  widely  acknowledged in
mentioned literature as a key variable in the assessment of migration, wherein the impact of religiosity in the form of a drift
into the intent of migration has been analyzed. A more conventional factor cultural assimilation is used in a contemporary way
to estimate how it plays a role in affecting the drift in direction. In particular what our research aims at achieving is to isolate
the effect our key variables: Cultural Assimilation and Religiosity have on direction of migration, and to explore how they
interplay as a composite unit- and how we may be able to justify the change in behavior displayed by these key variables. In
order to establish a true sense of  what drives individual  choices we employ the method of  survey research and use a
questionnaire to  conduct  primary research.  The questionnaire was divided into six  sections covering subjects  including
household characteristics, perceptions and inclinations of the respondents relevant to our study. Religiosity was quantified
using a proxy of Migration Network that utilized secondary data to estimate religious hubs in recipient countries. To estimate
the relationship between Intent of Migration and its variants three competing econometric models namely: the Ordered Probit
Model, the Ordered Logit Model and the Tobit Model were employed. For every model that included our key variables, a highly
significant relationship with the intent of migration was estimated.
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