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Abstract : This study examines a financial aid program that is designed to “keep residents at home” to attend higher education
by providing financial aid as an incentive or discount in their first year of university following high school graduation. This
study offers insight into financial matters for higher education students that can assist in providing policy direction for student
financing. In particular, this study found that students appeared to value the bursary but none of the key metrics related to
participation or conversion to the home institution indicated that the bursary impacted enrolment or participation. One key
metric, student loans received by direct entry high school students did indicate a decline in the number of recipients. This
study also identified accessibility issues to higher education that are of importance when considering the declining youth
populations, future labour market needs and the need to sustain higher education institutions. This is undoubtedly a
challenging period of time given the changing social and demographic forces within Canada. A comprehensive examination of
the policy and programs to address these forces needs to be undertaken. This study highlights the importance of utilizing
financial aid in combination with other policy to assist students in accessing higher education.
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