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Abstract : Medical tourism or travel therapy is travelling from one country to another to be under medical treatment, utilizing
the health factors of natural sector like mineral water springs and so on. From 1990s medical tourism around the world
developed and grew because of different factors like globalization and free trade in the fields of health services, changes in
exchange rates in the world economy (which caused the desirability of Asian countries as a medical tourist attraction) in a way
that currently there is a close competition in this field among famous countries in medical services to make them find a
desirable place in medical tourism market of the world as a complicated and growing industry in a short time. Perhaps tourism
is an attractive industry and a good support for the economy of Iran, if we try to merge oil earnings and tourism industry it
would be better and more constructive than putting them in front of each other. Moving from oil toward tourism economy
especially medical tourism, must be one of the prospects of Iran's government for the oil industry to provide a few percent of
the yearly earnings of the country. Among the achievements in medical tourism we can name the prevention of brain drain to
other countries and an increase in employment rate for healthcare staff, increase in foreign exchange earnings of the country
because of the tourists' staying and followed by increasing the quality of life and cultural transmission as well as empowering
the medical human resources.
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