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Abstract : Media shape the image of crime, peoples’ believes, attitudes and sometimes also behaviors. Media not only gives
the impression that crime is increasing, it also suggest that very violent crime is more common than it actually is. It is also no
wonder that humans are more afraid of being involved in a crime committed by strangers than committed by somebody they
know – because this is the media construct. With the help of three case studies, the paper analyzes how media frames crime
and criminals and gives valuable hints as to what better reporting could look like.
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