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Abstract : International trauma education in low and emerging economies requires innovative methods for capacity building in
existing social service infrastructures. This study details the findings of a program evaluation used to assess the learning
outcomes  and  community  impact  of  an  international  trauma-focused  graduate  degree  program  in  Guyana.  Through  a
collaborative partnership between Lesley University, the Government of Guyana, and UNICEF, a 2-year low-residency masters
degree graduate program in trauma-focused assessment, intervention, and treatment was piloted with a cohort of Guyanese
mental health professionals. Through an analytical review of the program development, as well as qualitative data analysis of
participant interviews and focus-groups, this study will address the efficacy of the programming in terms of preparedness of
professionals to understand, evaluate and implement trauma-informed practices across various child, youth, and family mental
health service settings. Strengths and limitations of this international trauma-education delivery model will be discussed with
particular emphasis on the role of capacity-building interventions, community-based participatory curriculum development,
innovative technological delivery platforms, and interdisciplinary education. Implications for further research and subsequent
program development will be discussed.
Keywords : mental health promotion, global health promotion, trauma education, innovations in education, child, youth,
mental health education
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