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Abstract : In the last few years and over the last decades, there was a growing interest in the development of Computer
Supported Collaborative Learning (CSCL) environments. However, the existing systems ignore the variety of learners and their
socio-cultural differences, especially in the case of distant and networked learning. In fact, within such collaborative learning
environments, learners from different socio-cultural backgrounds may interact together. These learners evolve within various
cultures and social contexts and acquire different socio-cultural values and behaviors. Thus, they should be assisted while
communicating and collaborating especially in an intercultural group. Besides, the communication and collaboration tools
provided to each learner must depend on and be adapted to her/his socio-cultural profile. The main goal of this paper is to
present the proposed socio-cultural adaptation approach based on and guided by ontologies to adapt CSCL environments to the
socio-cultural profiles of its users (learners or others).
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