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Abstract : Poverty has engaged the attention of the global community. Both the rich and poor countries are concerned about
its prevalence and impacts. This phenomenon is more pervasive among developing countries with the greater challenges
manifesting among African countries. In Nigeria people live with very low income, and so decent three-square meals, clothes,
shelter and other basic necessities are very difficult to come by for most of the population. Qualitative health facilities are
seriously lacking to over 160 million population in the state. Equally lacking are educational and social infrastructures that can
be available to the people at  affordable rates.  Roads linking the interior parts of  the state are generally in deplorable
conditions, particularly in the rainy season. Safe drinking water is hard to come by as the state is not properly placed and
equipped to function in full capacity to serve the interest of the people. The challenges of poverty is definitely enormous for
both the national and state governments consequently, debilitating scourge of poverty. As the ruling elites in Nigeria claim to
reduce the rising profile of poverty through series of policies and programmes, food production, promotion and funding of co-
operatives  for  agriculture,  improvement  of  infrastructures  at  the rural  areas  to  guaranteeing employment  through skill
acquisition, assistance of rural women to break away from poverty and the provision of small scale credit facilities to poor
members of the public were abysmally low. It is observed that the poverty alleviation programmes and policies failed because
they were by nature, character and implementation pro-elites and anti-masses. None of the programmes or policies engaged
the rural poor either in terms of formulation or implementation.
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