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Abstract  :  The  development  of  multifunctional  studies  in  the  theoretical-methodological  perspective  of  the  Systemic-
Functional Grammar (SFG) and the increasing number of critical literary studies have introduced new opportunities for the
study of ideologies and societies, but also brought up new challenges across and within many areas. In this regard, the Critical
Linguistics researches allow a form of pairing a textual linguistic analysis method (micro level) with a social language theory in
political and ideological processes (macro level), presented in the literature. This presentation will report on strategies to
criticize power holders in literary productions from three distinct eras, namely: (a) Satirical Galego-Portuguese chants of Gil
Pérez Conde (thirteenth century), (b) Poems of Gregorio de Matos Guerra (seventeenth century), and (c) Songs of Chico
Buarque de Holanda (twentieth century). The analysis of these productions is based on the SFG proposals, which considers the
clause as a social event. Therefore, the structure serves to realize three concurrent meanings (metafunctions): Ideational,
Interpersonal and Textual. The presenter aims to shed light on the core issues relevant to the successes of the authors to
criticize authorities in repressive times while caring about face-threatening and politeness. The effective and meaningful
critical discourse was a way of moving the society`s chains towards new ideologies reflected in the lexicogrammatical choices
made and the rhetorical functions of the persuasive structures used by the authors.
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