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Abstract : An issue faced by a majority of immigrants, especially coming from the third world countries, is that of racism. The
natives find it very hard to accept people of another race, origin and background amongst them. History is replete with
incidents where immigrants have paid a heavy price for being the odd ones out. Being an integral part of the immigrant
experience, this issue of racism, is an important theme in most of diaspora related fiction. The present paper will endeavor to
expose and explore Nadeem Aslam’s handling of this theme in his novel, 'Maps for Lost Lovers'. The researcher has found
Aslam to take an objective stance on this issue, as he shows that where the West is unwilling to accept the immigrants in their
midst, there, majority of the immigrants, are also responsible for alienating themselves in the new environment. He shows a
kind of persecution mania haunting the immigrants from the third world countries where they feel the condition for being
much worse than it actually is. The paper presents a critical view of the handling of racism in Aslam’s novel where he is found
to criticize not only the English for their mistreatment of Pakistani immigrants, but is also disapproving of the judgmental
attitude of the immigrants.
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