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Abstract : Camel (Camelus dromedarius) is very important animal in many arid and semi-arid zones of tropical and subtropical
regions as it serves as dual purpose providing meat and milk for human and as draft animal. Camel, like other animal must
receive all essential nutrients despite the hostile environment. A study was conducted to evaluate the nutritional status of some
micro-minerals of camel under Egyptian environmental condition. Forty five blood samples were collected from apparently
healthy male camels with an average age between 2-6 years at the slaughter house in Cairo province, Egypt. The animals were
fed mainly on berseem (Trifolium alexandrinum) or concentrate with straw before slaughtering. The collected serum and
feedstuff samples were subjected to copper, iron, selenium and zinc analysis using Atomic absorption spectrophotometer. The
data showed variation in the level of copper, iron, selenium and zinc in the serum of the dromedary camel as well as in the
feedstuffs. Furthermore, the results indicated that the micro- minerals status of feeds may not always reflected as such in
camel blood suggesting some role of bioavailability. The main reason for the lack of such reflection seems to be the wide
diversity exists in the surrounding environment (forages and plants) as well as the bioavailability of such minerals. Since the
requirement of micro-minerals have not been established for camel, more researches must be focused on this topic.
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