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Abstract : The Nigerian Prison Service statistics of 2007; 2009 revealed that though crime in the past was ascribed to men,
but today there is a steady increase in the population of women involved in crime. This study focused on the investigation of
female criminality in Lagos State: A case of Armed Robbery. Its major objective was to find out if there is an increase or
decrease in female involvement in armed robbery and its growth rate. The major research question is 'Is there an increase in
the perpetration of armed robbery by females in Lagos State?' the null hypotheses is 'There is no significant increase in the
perpetration of armed robbery by females in Lagos State.' As a result, this study adopted the survey design, purposive sampling
method and a  sample  size  of  120 respondents.  The rational  choice  theory  was  used to  explain  the  reason for  female
involvement in armed robbery. Both primary and secondary data was generated for this study; the primary data was collected
from the  criminal  records  in  Lagos  State  Police  Command,  Panti  while  the  Quantitative  data  was  collected  using  the
questionnaire from 120 female detainees and inmates. The data collected was analyzed using the simple frequency tables and
percentages and chi square was used to test for relationships. The study revealed a persistent rise in the prevalence of female
armed  robbery  and  recommended  that  youths  should  be  equipped  with  educational/vocational  skills  in  order  to  lead
responsible lives.
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