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Abstract : Plant breeders have made and will continue to make important contributions toward meeting the need for more and
better feed and food. The use of new techniques to modify the genetic makeup of plants to improve their properties has led to a
new generation of crops, grains and their by-products for feed. Plant breeders have made and will continue to make important
contributions toward meeting the need for more and better feed and food. The use of new techniques to modify the genetic
makeup of plants to improve their properties has led to a new generation of crops, grains and their by-products for feed. The
land area devoted to the cultivation of genetically modified (GM) plants has increased in recent years: in 2012 such plants were
grown on over 170 million hectares globally,  in 28 different countries,  and are at  resent used by 17.3 million farmers
worldwide. The majority of GM plants are used as feed material for food-producing farm animals. Despite the facts that GM
plants have been used as feed for years and a number of feeding studies have proved their safety for animals, they still give
rise to emotional public discussion.
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