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Abstract : Concomitant cortical blindness and deafness that follow varicella zoster virus (VZV) infection is rare. We describe a
case of ophthalmic zoster that caused cortical blindness and deafness after central nervous system (CNS) involvement. A 42-
year old, HIV infected woman has developed progressive blurry vision and deafness, 4 weeks after ophthalmic zoster. A
physical  examination  and  positive  VZV  polymerase  chain  reaction  (PCR)  of  cerebrospinal  fluid  (CSF)  suggested  VZV
encephalitis. Complication of VZV encephalitis is considered as the cause of blindness and deafness. In neurological deficit
patient especially with a history of herpes zoster, VZV infection should be regarded as the responsible agent in inflammatory
disorders of nervous system. The immunocompromised state of patient (including HIV) is as important an agent as VZV
infection in developing the disease.
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