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Abstract : This study is about the implementation of decentralization of education policy in today’s Indonesia’s reform era. The
policy has made education as one of the basic public services that must be performed by the local governments. After more
than a decade of implementing the policy, what have been achieved? Has the implementation of educational affairs in the
region been able to improve the quality of education services in the region? What obstacles or challenges faced by the region in
the implementation of  the educational  affairs?  How does region overcome obstacles  or  challenges? In answering those
strategic questions, this study will particularly investigate the implementation of educational affairs in the city and District of
Cirebon, the two district level of governments in West Java Province. The two loci of study provide interesting insight, given the
range of previous studies did not specifically investigate using a local perspective (city and district level). This study employs a
qualitative research method through case studies. Operationally, this study is sustained by several data collection techniques,
i.e. interviews, documentary method, and systematic observation. Needless to say, there have been many factors distorting the
ideal construction of decentralization of education policy.
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