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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to explore how Government policy on ICT influences teaching and learning in South
African schools. An instrumental case study using backward mapping principles as a strategy of inquiry was used. Utilizing a
social constructivist lens and guided by a theoretical framework of a sociocultural approach to policy analysis, this exploratory
qualitative research study set out to investigate how teachers appropriate government policy on ICT in South African schools.
Three major findings emanated from this study. First, although teachers were ignorant of the national e-education policy their
professionalism and agency were key in formulating and implementing an e-education policy in practice. Second, teachers
repositioned themselves not as recipients or reactors of the e-education policy but as social and cultural actors of policy
appropriation  and  formulation.  Third,  the  lack  of  systemic  support  to  teachers  catalyzed  improved  school  and  teacher
collaborations,  teachers  became  drivers  of  ICT  integration  through  collaboration,  innovation,  institutional  practice  and
institutional leadership.
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