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Abstract : Pre-industrial architecture is integration of natural and subsequent properties by intelligence and experience. Since
various settlements relatively industrialized or non-industrialized at any time, ‘pre-industrial’ term does not refer to a definite
time. Natural properties, which are existent conditions and materials in natural local environment, are climate, geomorphology
and local materials. Subsequent properties, which are all anthropological comparatives, are culture of societies, requirements
of people and construction techniques that people use. Yet, after industrialization, technology took technique’s place, cultural
effects are manipulated, requirements are changed and local/natural properties are almost disappeared in architecture.
Technology is universal, global and expands simply; conversely technique is time and experience dependent and should has a
considerable cultural background. This research is about construction techniques according to natural properties of a region
and classification of these techniques. Understanding local architecture is only possible by searching its background which is
hard to reach. There are always changes in positive and negative in architectural techniques through the time. Archaeological
layers of a region sometimes give more accurate information about transformation of architecture. However, natural properties
of any region are the most helpful elements to perceive construction techniques. Many international sources from different
cultures are interested in local architecture by mentioning natural properties separately. Unfortunately, there is no literature
deals with this subject as far as systematically in the correct way. This research aims to improve a clear perspective of local
architecture existence by categorizing archetypes according to natural properties. The ultimate goal of this research is
generating a clear classification of local architecture independent from subsequent (anthropological) properties over the world
such like a handbook. Since local architecture is the most sustainable architecture with refer to its economic, ecologic and
sociological properties, there should be an excessive information about construction techniques to be learned from.
Constructing the same buildings in all over the world is one of the main criticism of modern architectural system. While this
critics going on, the same buildings without identity increase incrementally. In post-industrial term, technology widely took
technique’s place, yet cultural effects are manipulated, requirements are changed and natural local properties are almost
disappeared in architecture. These study does not offer architects to use local techniques, but it indicates the progress of pre-
industrial architectural evolution which is healthier, cheaper and natural. Immigration from rural areas to
developing/developed cities should be prohibited, thus culture and construction techniques can be preserved. Since big cities
have psychological, sensational and sociological impact on people, rural settlers can be convinced to not to immigrate by
providing new buildings designed according to natural properties and maintaining their settlements. Improving rural
conditions would remove the economical and sociological gulf between cities and rural. What result desired to arrived in, is if
there is no deformation (adaptation process of another traditional buildings because of immigration) or assimilation in a
climatic region, there should be very similar solutions in the same climatic regions of the world even if there is no relationship
(trade, communication etc.) among them.
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