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Abstract : This study investigated the impact of inflectional and derivational morphemic analysis awareness on ESL secondary
school students’ vocabulary learning strategy. The quasi-experimental study was conducted with 106 low proficiency secondary
school students in two experimental groups (inflectional and derivational) and one control group. The students’ vocabulary
acquisition was assessed through two measures: Morphemic Analysis Test and Vocabulary- Morphemic Test in the pretest and
posttest before and after an intervention programme. Results of ANCOVA revealed that both the experimental groups achieved
a significant score in Morphemic Analysis Test and Vocabulary-Morphemic Test. However, the inflectional group obtained a
fairly higher score than the derivational group. Thus, the results indicated that ESL low proficiency secondary school students
performed better on inflectional morphemic awareness as compared to derivatives. The results also showed that the awareness
of inflectional morphology contributed more on the vocabulary acquisition. Importantly, learning inflectional morphology can
help ESL low proficiency secondary school students to develop both morphemic awareness and vocabulary gain. Theoretically,
these findings show that not all morphemes are equally useful to students for their language development. Practically, these
findings indicate that morphological instruction should at least be included in remediation and instructional efforts with
struggling learners across all grade levels, allowing them to focus on meaning within the word before they attempt the text in
large for better comprehension. Also, by methodologically, by conducting individualized intervention and assessment this study
provided fresh empirical evidence to support the existing literature on morphemic analysis awareness and vocabulary learning
strategy. Thus, a major pedagogical implication of the study is that morphemic analysis awareness strategy is a definite boon
for ESL secondary school students in learning English vocabulary.
Keywords : ESL, instruction, morphemic analysis, vocabulary
Conference Title : ICECET 2015 : International Conference on Early Childhood Education and Technology
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : July 20-21, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:9, No:07, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:9

, N
o:

07
, 2

01
5 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/3
07

41
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(07) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/30741.pdf

