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Abstract : Vision is an important process for learning and communication as man depends greatly on vision to sense his
environment. Prevalence and variation of refractive errors conducted between December 2010 and May 2011 in Jos, revealed
that 735 (77.50%) out 950 subjects examined for refractive error had various refractive errors. Myopia was observed in 373
(49.79%) of the subjects, the error in the right eyes was 263 (55.60%) while the error in the left was 210(44.39%). The mean
myopic error was found to be -1.54± 3.32. Hyperopia was observed in 385 (40.53%) of the sampled population comprising
203(52.73%) of  the right eyes and 182(47.27%).  The mean hyperopic error was found to be +1.74± 3.13.  Astigmatism
accounted for 359 (38.84%) of the subjects, out of which 193(53.76%) were in the right eyes while 168(46.79%) were in the left
eyes.  Presbyopia  was  found  in  404(42.53%)  of  the  subjects,  of  this  figure,  164(40.59%)  were  in  the  right  eyes  while
240(59.41%) were in left eyes. The number of right eyes and left eyes with refractive errors was observed in some age groups
to increase with age and later had its peak within 60 – 69 age groups. This pattern of refractive errors could be attributed to
exposure to various forms of light particularly the ultraviolet rays (e.g rays from television and computer screen). There was no
remarkable differences between the mean Myopic error and mean Hyperopic error in the right eyes and in the left eyes which
suggest the right eye and the left eye are similar.
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