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Abstract : In terms of tourism, the concept of sustainability can be defined as preserving and developing natural, historical,
cultural, social, and aesthetic values and enabling their permanency. Sustainable tourism aims to preserve natural, historical,
cultural, and social resources, also by supporting economic progress protecting economic development and environmental
values that emerge as a consequence of tourism activities. Cultural tourism feeds on sustainable cultural treasures inherently
and is the most effective touristic activity. Traditional configurations and structural characteristics play an important role in
generating cultural tourism in a region. Sustainable cultural tourism is related to trips upon people who embark with the aim of
visiting culturally rich regions, learning about and observing fast-disappearing lifestyles and collecting cultural values as
memories. With its huge tourism potential, Karadağ is the most significant cultural asset of the Karaman province, possessing
unique riches in terms of cultural world history. Host to one of the most important Byzantine cities in Anatolia, Karadağ is like
an open-air museum with its unparalleled architectural structures. There is a village named Madenşehir in the plain at the
outskirts of Karadağ, near to which are located the “Thousand and One Churches” ruins. The 80-household house is located
near the ruins in an area that been declared a 1st degree historic preservation district. stones gathered from local churches
were used in the construction of these households. A ministry has assigned a new residential site near the boundaries of the
2nd degree preservation district, and the decision has been made to move the occupants to this area. The most important issue
here is to enable locals’ sociocultural and socioeconomic sustainability. It is also important to build these structures in a
manner compatible with the historical visual look, ecological system and environmental awareness. Therefore this new site will
be planned as touristic area in terms of sustainable cultural tourism and in these new plans, shall fulfill functions oriented
toward both tourists and locals. It is very important that this change be sustainable and also support cultural tourism.
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