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Abstract :  Throughout  modern history  internal  strife  has  burdened Africa  most  populous  nation,  Nigeria.  The country
encompassed more than four hundred ethnic and sub ethnic groups with the different background and identities. This group
has not fussed themselves together to emerge as a nation what we have are mere ethnic and religious groups i.e. Hausa/Fulani
Igbo Yoruba Ijaw, Ibibio, christian, and Muslim. The source of problematic Nigeria is linked to colonial policy of segmentation,
discontent to religion, faith, and ethnicity. The wave of spiral killing among the major ethnic entities with different religious
affiliation has brought the process of good governance in the country to its kneel. This paper will place insecurity in Nigeria in
context by reviewing the root and rise of ethnic militia. In doing so it will evaluate how the West Africa power house arrive at
the point where it is today with all unprecedented unrest from regions that formed Nigeria. Both primary and secondary
sources were applied for the quality of this paper. The effects of ethnic militia in realizing and actualizing political stability are
equally discussed, recommendations proffered and conclusion given.
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