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Abstract : This study explored the MTB-MLE implementation practices of teachers in one monolingual elementary school and
one  multilingual  elementary  school  in  Benguet,  Philippines.  It  used  phenomenological  approach  employing  participant-
observation, focus group discussion and individual interview. Data were gathered using a video camera, an audio recorder, and
an FGD guide and were treated through triangulation and coding. From the data collected, varied ways in implementing the
MTB-MLE program were noted. These are: Teaching using a hybrid first language, teaching using a foreign LOI, using
translation and multilingual instruction, and using L2/L3 to unlock L1. However, these practices come with challenges such as
the a conflict between the mandated LOI and what pupils need, lack of proficiency of teachers in the mandated LOI, facing
unreceptive parents, stagnation of knowledge resulting from over-familiarity of input, and zero learning resulting from an
incomprehensible language input. From the practices and challenges experienced by the teachers, a model of MTB-MLE
approach, the 3L-in-one approach, to teaching was created to illustrate the practice which teachers claimed to be the best way
to address the challenges besetting them while at the same time satisfying the academic needs of their pupils. From the
findings, this paper concludes that despite the challenges besetting the teachers, they still displayed creativity in coming up
with relevant teaching practices, the unreceptiveness of some teachers and parents sprung from the fact that they do not
understand the real concept of MTB-MLE, greater challenges are being faced by teachers in multilingual school due to the
diverse linguistic background of their clients, and the most effective approach in implementing MTB-MLE is the multilingual
approach, allowing the use of the pupils’ mother tongue, L2 (Filipino), L3 (English), and other languages familiar to the
students.
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