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Abstract : The fact that Nigeria as a nation is faced by myriads of problems associated with religious crises and political
insecurity is no news, the spoken statement and actions of most political giant were the major cause of this unrest. The
'unlearnt' youth within the regions has encompassed the situation. This scenario is further compounded by multilingual nature
of the country as it is estimated that there exists amount 400 indigenous languages in Nigeria. It is an indisputable fact that
english language which has assumed the status of an official language in Nigeria, given its status has a language of power and
captivity by a few with no privilege to attend school. However, educating people in their indigenous language; crises can be
averted through the proper orientation and mass literacy campaign, especially for the timid illiterate one, so as to live in unity,
peace, tranquillity, and harmony as indivisible nation. In investigating the problem in this study with an emphasis on three
major Nigerian language (Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa), participants observations and survey questionnaire were administered to
about one hundred and twenty (120) respondents who were randomly selected throughout the three major ethnic groups in
Nigeria. Findings from this study reveals that teaching and learning of cognitive words and information are more effective in
ones mother tongue and helps in stimulating new ideas and changes. This paper was able to explore and critically examine the
current state of affairs in Nigeria and proffer possible solutions to the prevailing situations by identifying how indigenous
languages and linguistics can be used to ameliorate the present political and religious crisis for Nigeria, thus providing a
proper recommendation to achieve meaningful stability and coexistence within a nation.
Keywords : multilingualism, political crisis, religious, Nigeria
Conference Title : ICFLTAL 2015 : International Conference on Foreign Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics
Conference Location : Cape Town, South Africa
Conference Dates : November 05-06, 2015

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(11) 2015

1

ISNI:0000000091950263

