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Abstract : The objective of the study is to analyse linguistic devices reflecting the violence in the south border provinces;
namely Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat and Songkla on 1,344 front pages of three local newspapers; namely ChaoTai, Focus PhakTai
and Samila Time and of two national newspapers, including ThaiRath and Matichon, between 2004 and 2005, and 2011 and
2012. The study shows that there are two important linguistic devices: 1) lexical choices consisting of the use of verbs
describing violence, the use of quantitative words and the use of words naming someone who committed violent acts, and 2)
metaphors consisting of “a violent problem is heat”, “a victim is a leaf”, and “a terrorist is a dog”. Comparing linguistic devices
between two types of  newspapers,  national  newspapers choose to  use words more violently  than local  newspapers do.
Moreover, they create more negative images of the south of Thailand by using stative verbs. In addition, in term of metaphors
“a terrorist is a fox.” is only found in national newspapers. As regards naming terrorists “southern insurgents”, this noun
phrase which is collectively called by national newspapers has strongly negative meaning. Moreover, “southern insurgents”
have been perceived by the Thais in the whole country while “insurgents” that are not modified have been only used by local
newspapers.
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