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Abstract : In today’s global market economy, various companies are often confronted with the dynamic and complex nature of
current competitive markets. The dynamics of these markets are becoming more and more fluid, often requiring companies to
provide competitive, definite advantages, and technological responses within increasingly shorte time frames. To meet these
demands, companies must rely on the cognitive abilities of actors of creativity to provide tangible answers to the current
contextual problems. Thus, it is important to provide a variety of instruments and design tools to support this particular stage
of innovation, and to meet their demand expectations. For a number of years now, we have been extensively conducting
experiments on the use of mind maps in the context of innovative projects with collaborative research teams from various
nationalities. Our research findings reported a significant difference between a “Word” Mind Map and “Photographic” Mind
Map, a correlation between the different uses of iconic tools and certain types of innovation, and a relationship between the
different cognitive logics. In this paper, we will present our new results related to the effect of symmetrical presentation of a
Photographic Mind Map" on the production of design solutions. Finally, we will conclude by highlighting the importance of our
experimental method, and discussing both the theoretical and practical implications of our research.
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