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Abstract : Wittgenstein directly used the term "metaphor" only infrequently and with reservations, but his writings include a
number of metaphors that have become imprinted in the philosophical memory of Western thought. For example, the ladder in
his book Tractatus, or in Philosophical investigations - the ancient city, the beetle in a box, the fly in the fly-bottle, and the
duck-rabbit. In light of Wittgenstein's stressing, throughout his investigations, that the only language that exists is ordinary
language, and that there is no "second-order" language, the question should be asked: How do these metaphors function,
specifically, and in general, how are we to relate to language use that exceeds the normal? Wittgenstein did not disregard such
phenomena, but he proposed viewing them in a different way, that would enable understanding them as uses in ordinary
language, without necessarily exceeding such language. Two important terms that he coined in this context are "secondary
sense" and "experience of meaning". Each denotes language use as reflective of a subjective element characteristic of the
speaker, such as intent, experience, or emphasis of a certain aspect. More recent Wittgenstein scholars added the term "quasi-
metaphor", that refers to his discussion of the possibility of aesthetic judgment. This paper will examine how, according to
Wittgenstein, these terms function without exceeding ordinary language, and will illustrate how they can be applied, in an
analysis of the poem "Butterfly" by Nelly Sachs.
Keywords : metaphor, quasi-metaphor, secondary sense, experience of meaning
Conference Title : ICLLS 2015 : International Conference on Languages, Linguistics and Society
Conference Location : New York, United States
Conference Dates : June 04-05, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:9, No:06, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
06

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/3

01
39

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(06) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/30139.pdf

