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Abstract : Collaborative teaching has different teaching models and station teaching is one type of collaborative teaching.
Station teaching is not commonly practiced in elementary school English education and introduced in language teacher
education programs in Taiwan. In station teaching, each teacher takes a small part of instructional content, working with a
small number of students. Students rotate between stations where they receive the assignments and instruction from different
teachers. The teachers provide the same content to each group, but the instructional method can vary based upon the needs of
each group of students. This study explores thirty-four Taiwanese pre-service elementary school English teachers’ knowledge
about station teaching and their competence demonstrated in designing activities for and delivering of station teaching in an
English  remedial  education  to  six  sixth  graders  in  a  local  elementary  school  in  northern  Taiwan.  The  participants
simultaneously enrolled in this Elementary School English Teaching Materials and Methods class, a part of an elementary
school teacher education program in a northern Taiwan city. The instructor (Jennifer, pseudonym) in this Elementary School
English  Teaching  Materials  and  Methods  class  collaborated  with  an  English  teacher  (Olivia,  pseudonym)  in  Maureen
Elementary School (pseudonym), an urban elementary school in a northwestern Taiwan city. Of Olivia’s students, four male and
two female sixth graders needed to have remedial English education. Olivia chose these six elementary school students
because they were in the lowest 5 % of their class in terms of their English proficiency. The thirty-four pre-service English
teachers signed up for and took turns in teaching these six sixth graders every Thursday afternoon from four to five o’clock for
twelve weeks. While three participants signed up as a team and taught these six sixth graders, the last team consisted of only
two pre-service teachers. Each team designed a 40-minute lesson plan on the given language focus (words, sentence patterns,
dialogue, phonics) of the assigned unit. Data in this study included the KWLA chart, activity designs, and semi-structured
interviews. Data collection lasted for four months, from September to December 2014. Data were analyzed as follows. First, all
the notes were read and marked with appropriate codes (e.g., I don’t know, co-teaching etc.). Second, tentative categories
were labeled (e.g., before, after, process, future implication, etc.). Finally, the data were sorted into topics that reflected the
research questions on the basis of their relevance. This study has the following major findings. First of all, the majority of
participants knew nothing about station teaching at the beginning of the study. After taking the course Elementary School
English Teaching Materials and Methods and after designing and delivering the station teaching in an English remedial
education program to six sixth graders, they learned that station teaching is co-teaching, and that it includes activity designs
for different stations and students’ rotating from station to station. They demonstrated knowledge and skills in activity designs
for vocabulary, sentence patterns, dialogue, and phonics. Moreover, they learned to interact with individual learners and
guided  them step  by  step  in  learning  vocabulary,  sentence  patterns,  dialogue,  and  phonics.  However,  they  were  still
incompetent  in  classroom management,  time management,  English,  and designing diverse and meaningful  activities  for
elementary  school  students  at  different  English  proficiency  levels.  Hence,  language  teacher  education  programs  are
recommended to integrate station teaching to help pre-service teachers be equipped with eight knowledge and competences,
including linguistic knowledge, content knowledge, general pedagogical knowledge, curriculum knowledge, knowledge of
learners  and  their  characteristics,  pedagogical  content  knowledge,  knowledge  of  education  content,  and  knowledge  of
education’s ends and purposes.
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