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Abstract : The Prevalence of gender-based violence in Nigeria is of such concern and magnitude that the government has
intervened by ratifying international instruments such as the convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination
against women, the declaration on the elimination of violence against women; the protocol to the African charter on human and
people’s rights on the rights of women, etc. By promulgating domestic laws that sought to prevent the perpetration of Gender-
based violence and also protect victims from future occurrences. Nigeria principally has two legal codes creating criminal
offenses and punishments for breach of those offenses, the Criminal Code Law, applying to most states in Southern Nigeria and
the Penal Code applying to states in Northern Nigeria. Individual State laws such as the Ekiti State and Lagos State Gender-
Based Violence laws are also discussed. This paper addresses Gender-Based Violence in Nigeria and exposes the inadequacies
in the laws and their application. The paper postulates that there is a need for more workable public policy that strengthens
the social structure fortified by the law in order to engender the necessary changes and provide the opportunity for
government to embark on grassroots-based advocacy that engage the victims and sensitize them of their rights and how they
can enjoy some of the protections afforded by the laws.
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