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Abstract : Background: Female sex workers (FSWs) are at heightened risk of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and HIV.
The purpose of the research is to study FSWs socio-demographic and behavioral characteristics and their HIV/STIs prevalence
in Ba Ria – Vung Tau, Vietnam. Methods: A cross-sectional survey of 420 direct and indirect FSWs between January and May,
2014 from 2 cities and 6 districts in Ba Ria – Vung Tau were collected using sampling methods. FSWs were interviewed using
the structured questionnaire and biological samples were tested for syphilis, gonorrhoea, chlamydia and HIV in the study. A
database was constructed and entered using Epidata 3.1 software and analyzed using the SPSS 20.0 statistical package.
Results: A total of 420 FSWs participated in the survey, with a median age of 27 years within a range of 18 – 43 years.
Education levels were low with 33.1% only completing all seven major indicators. The median age of first sexual intercourse of
the FSWs was 18 years. Most (88.8%) of the FSWs had oral sex. A high proportion (82.4 %) of the FSWs had consumed alcohol.
Among them, 51.2% of the FSWs have had sex after drunk. Of the 177 FSWs have reported that they have had sex after drunk,
almost half of direct FSWs have had unprotected sex. Among the 420 FSWs who participated in the survey, 2.6 % (11/420)
were found to be HIV positive. There was a difference in HIV prevalence among direct and indirect FSWs (4.8 % and 1.2%, p=
0,022). Nearly 7 percent of the FSWs were infected with Syphilis. Similarly, the percentage (7.9 %) of the FSWs was found with
Gonorrhoea and a doubly higher percentage (16.4%) of them was suffering from Chlamydia. On the aggregate, the percentage
of FSWs with any one of the STIs (Gonorrhoea or Chlamydia) was highest 21.4 %. Conclusions: FSWs in Ba Ria – Vung Tau,
Vietnam are highly vulnerable to STIs and need to enhance the existing STIs treatment and intervention programs in order to
reduce the risk of HIV infections. HIV/STIs health education and a 100% condom use program should be implemented, and sex
industry should be regulated by law.
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