
Prison Reforms: An Overview of the Nigerian Prisons as a Key Component of
an Efficient Criminal Justice Delivery System

Authors : Foluke Dada
Abstract : Prisons all over the world are set up by law to provide restraint and custody for individuals accused or convicted of
crimes by the state. The Nigerian prison dates back to the colonial era and is modelled after the British system. It is a system
that lays emphasis on punishment and deterrence. It emphasises retribution rather than reformation. These, it can be argued,
results in the inhuman conditions of Nigerian prisons and the conscienceless treatment of convicts and awaiting trial inmates
in Nigerian prisons. This paper attempts an examination of the challenges currently beguiling Nigerian prisons, the need for
reforms in the prison systems and the imperative of these reforms to an efficient criminal justice delivery system in the
country. This paper further postulates that rehabilitation should be favoured as against retribution f the development of the
Nigerian criminal justice system in line with the shift towards reform.
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