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Abstract : It is a well-established fact that terrorism is one of the foremost threats to present-day international security. The
creation of tools or mechanisms for confronting it in an effective and efficient manner will only be possible by way of an
objective assessment of the phenomenon. In order to achieve this, this paper has the following three main objectives: Firstly,
setting out to find the reasons that have prevented the establishment of a universally accepted definition of terrorism, and
consequently trying to outline the main features defining the face of the terrorist threat in order to discover the fundamental
goals of what is now a serious blight on world society. Secondly, trying to explain the differences between a terrorist movement
and a terrorist organisation, and the reasons for which a terrorist movement can be led to transform itself into an organisation.
After analysing these motivations and the characteristics of a terrorist organisation, an example of the latter will be succinctly
analysed to help the reader understand the ideas expressed. Lastly, discovering and exposing the factors that can lead to the
appearance of terrorist tendencies, and discussing the most efficient and effective responses that can be given to this global
security threat.
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