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Abstract : Increasing fatalities in road accidents in Malaysia over the last 10 years are quite alarming. Based on Malaysian
Institute of Road Safety Research (Miros) latest research ‘Predicting Malaysian Road Fatalities for year 2020; it is predicted
that road fatalities in Malaysia for 2015 is 8,780 and 10,716 for the year 2020 which 30 percent of fatalities were caused by
accidents involving commercial vehicles. Government, related agencies and NGOs have continuously and persistently work to
reduce the statistics through enforcement, educating the public, training to drivers, road safety campaigns, advertisements etc.
However, the trend of casualties does not show encouraging pattern but instead, steadily growing. Thus, this comparative
study reviews the literature pertaining on method of measurement used to evaluate commercial drivers competency. In several
studies driving competency has been assessed with different assessment based on the license procedures and requirements
according to the country regulation. The assessment criteria that has been establish for commercial drivers generally focus on
driving tasks and assessment e.g. theory test, medical test and road assessment rather than driving competency test or
physical test. Realizing the importance of specific assessment test for drivers competency this comparative study reviews the
most  discussed  literature  related  to  competency  assessment  method  to  identify  competency  of  the  drivers  include  (1.
judgement and reaction, 2. skill of drivers, 3. experiences and fatigue). The concluding analysis of this paper is a comparative
table for assessment methodology to access driver’s competency. A comparative study is a further discussion reviewing past
literature to provide an overview on existing assessment test and potential subject matters that can be identified for further
studies to increase awareness of the drivers, passengers as well as the authorities about the importance of competent drivers
in order to improve safety in commercial vehicles.
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